
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “The Wisdom of Love,” is number 42 in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: Father’s Day  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  6:00 p.m.    Garden Party!

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Open Door: Community Events
    As you can see in the photo, the dogs in our community 
had a great time at the play date in the garden on Friday, 
June 12. (Thank you to all who made the night so much fun 
and especially to Jessica Watson and Channing and Kellan 
Bethke for overseeing the event.) It is always exciting to get 
to know each other better, and meeting each other’s pets is 
a great way to do that! I hope you will all come to the Open 
Door Community Garden (South 19th and Amarillo) for the 
remaining community events of the summer, which will take 
place at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Friday of the month. On July 10, we 
will participate in old fashioned relay games and enjoy FREE 

Kona Ice snow cones, and on August 14, Timothy Palmer and friends will provide a beautiful concert for us 
to enjoy as we share a meal together. As always, all are welcome at the garden. In fact, I hope to see you there 
tonight, celebrating Father’s Day at our second Garden Party of the summer at 6:30 p.m. Bring some meat 
to put on the grill and a side dish to share, and come ready to break bread together and work side by side in 
the garden. Please contact me with any questions at 660-5017 or at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 
Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir



   Children’s Ministry: Summer Blast!

College Ministry:  Summer Care Packages
    An idea has surfaced recently to help Aldersgate remain connected to college students during the summer 
months: care packages. Now, I realize you might be thinking that all we ever do around here is serve meals 
and hand out goodie bags, but hear me out. I like the idea of a care package during the summer, not 
necessarily because people need particular items, but because I think it is important for people to know that 
they are loved by our community. I imagine sending out a few care packages per week, filled with anything 
from baked goods to fun toys. Also, each time we prepare packages, I would like to sit down and write letters 
or notes for each student to include within the packages, communicating our prayers and thoughts for them 
during their various summer activities. 

    I believe that such an intentional act of love and thought can go a long 
way in communicating to college students that they are actually a part of our 
faith community. What do you think? Is there a particular student to whom 
you would like to reach out to this summer via a care package? I would love 
to coordinate our efforts by obtaining our students’ summer information 
and to facilitate mini packing parties to put together these packages, write 
letters, and send off our love to students. If this is something that interests 
you, please let me know (kyle@aldersgateabilene.org), and I will be sure to 
include you!  — Kyle Watson

    The children have been having a blast 
on Wednesdays this summer during 
our Summer Blast! This past week was 
Art Night. Be looking for a new art 
show featuring our very own kids at 
Aldersgate! Two weeks ago, we had 
fun swimming at the Dive Spot. (These 
pictures are from that day.) This week, 
we will meet at Century 12 at 10:00 
a.m. to watch Peabody and Sherman 
together.  If you don’t have a schedule of 
the Summer Blast activities, please get a 
yellow flyer from the Welcome Center, 
and if you are not receiving emails, 
please email Alayna at children@
aldersgateabilene.org to be put on the 
mailing list.  We would love to have 
you and your children join us for these 
activities! — Alayna Brooks



ALIVE in the Spirit: The Wisdom of Love
James 3:13-18
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Self-Help: Have I done everything I can?

Defining Wisdom

Two Barriers

1.      2.

The Fear of the Lord (Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 9:10)

A Circle with Three Threads:

1.      2.

3.      Held Together By:

Mature Self-Care = Spirit-Guided:

1.      2.

3.      4.

As Long as the Road Is Long



Connections: I’ll be Saving a Seat for You
    I read the following story in the book How to Wow Your Church 
Guests: 101 Ways to Make a First Impression by Mark Waltz. It begins by 
highlighting that anyone can be a greeter, whether you are wearing or not 
wearing a red lanyard or first impressions name badge. Hospitality is not 
solely up to the First Impressions team. It should be woven into the DNA 
of our community. My hope is that we would all embody the hospitality 
of Ruth Saratore from Granger Community Church.
   “Ruth was 88 years old. Every Sunday she sat on the second row, on 
the left side of the center aisle.  Ruth wasn’t one of those people who felt 
she owned that seat. She never protected it. Instead, she was constantly 
inviting people to sit with her. Matt spoke at Ruth’s funeral. His story? Five 

years prior he entered Granger for the first time. Alone, tentative, and looking for a seat, he made it down to 
the front early that Sunday and heard the sweetest sound. It was Ruth. ‘Are you alone young man? Sit right 
here with me.’ At the end of the service, she told him, ‘I’ll be here next week. I hope you come back. I’ll be 
saving a seat for you.’ That was enough for Matt. Granger was his church. Ruth was his friend. He was home. 
She never wore a nametag. She didn’t volunteer at the guest relations center. She wasn’t a greeter, although 
she could have been. But she greeted warmly and inclusively. Ruth was unconditionally accepting. Guests 
don’t really care who warmly receives them. You don’t need a label or a tag. They just care that someone 
cares.” — Jessica Watson

    This past week, 14 middle school kids and four adults took off on our annual Mystery Ramble for a time 
of fun, worship, and service. The hometown of our very own Phoebe Head was our location as we enjoyed 
everything from amusement parks to water parks. The youth also helped a small private school renew and 
restore it’s yard and cleaned all the toys for the kids’ return to school next year. 
  There will be no youth group meeting on Sunday, 
June 21st, in observance of Fathers Day. However, 
on Sunday, June 28th, the youth will be meeting 
at Domination Paintball, located at 7234 U.S. 277, 
Abilene, TX, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The cost is $25 for 
the full two hours. There will be no meal provided.
    Last but not least, don’t forget to sign up for Camp 
Eagle, which will take place July 3-6. To sign up, visit 
www.campeagle.org and use the code 134957190  to 
register. The cost is $200.
    There are so many exciting things going on with the 
Aldersgate youth ministry. All are welcome!
 — Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry:  A Lot Going On This Summer 



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                         6.14.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $9,528.20
Received Month-to-Date = $28,971.13
Received Year-to-Date = $379,257.76
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $23,692.96

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 182
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 136

Total Worship Service Attendance = 318                                       
 Sunday school = 145

The Oaks = 9

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Dr. Weldon McCormick, a former Aldersgate pastor, will be celebrating 
his 90th birthday on July 2nd!  If you would like to send him a birthday 

greeting, his address will be available in the office.



We invite you to 
read Shaped by the 

Word: the Power 
of Scripture in 
Spiritual Formation.  
If you would like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
make a note on the welcome card, 
and we will order a copy for you. 
The price is $12. Grace and Peace!

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                             

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:     James 3:13-18
Mon:   James 1:1-18        
Tue:     Psalm 111:1-10            
Wed:    Proverbs 9:1-18
Thur:   Ecclesiastes 7:1-29                            
Fri:       Galatians 5:13-26
Sat:       Luke 10:25-37                      

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:     Matt 8:14-34, Mark 4-5
Mon:   Matt 9-10
Tue:     Matt 14, Mark 6, 
             Luke 9: 1-17
Wed:    John 6
Thur:   Matt 15, Mark 7
Fri:       Matt 16, Mark 8, 
              Luke 9: 18-27
Sat:       Matt 17, Mark 9, 
              Luke 9: 28-62 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

                                                     by Pastor Amy

    This year at the Northwest Texas Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, the Rev. Jeremy Bassett of the 
Oklahoma Conference was invited to speak 
about a theology of mission and our United 
Methodist heritage. I would like to share 

with you a couple of his points that really hit home with me in regard 
to the way that we at Aldersgate go about our mission of raising up 
deeply devoted disciples of Jesus.
    One of Rev. Bassett’s main points was rooted in 10th chapter of 
the Gospel of Luke, during which Jesus sends 72 of his followers into 
the world. He charges them with eating with the people whom they 
are going to serve, with praying for and healing those who are sick 
and with proclaiming the truth that the presence of God is with us. 
Jesus did not wait to send his followers until they all felt they knew 
everything they needed to know. He deployed them, and then they 
had the chance to debrief the ways that God was a work in and 
through them. 
    In his second talk, Rev. Bassett reminded a room full of pastors 
and lay delegates that it was when John Wesley went out into the 
crowds at Kingswood and spoke to 3,000 in a field that he was truly 
transformed by new life in Christ to take the gospel to the world.
    Sisters and Brothers, this is our legacy, as followers of Jesus and 
as people who participate in the life of faith in a United Methodist 
church. There is no gospel but a social gospel. The church is for disciples, 
and disciples are for the world. The best thing we can offer the world is 
our transforming selves.
    You have heard Pastor Steve and I says these things over and over 
again, sometimes in our own words and sometimes quoting some of 
our favorite teachers. It is exciting to be a part of a congregation that 
takes these truths to heart and goes out into the world, sharing the 
good news of the love of God with people in our mission field, our 
city, our country and around the globe. You eat with people. You pray 
with them and offer healing. Your presence reminds them that they 
are not alone and that the presence of God is among us. Thank you! 
John Wesley would be pleased because your transforming selves are 
just what this world needs. 


